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Principal Letter 
 
Dear AHS Families, 
 
As we look to finish out the 2021-2022 school year, I want to thank everyone who supported the 
students, teachers, and administration.  Senior graduation is back at Aquinas High School this 
year and we are looking forward to that tradition.  We are very proud of the seniors and their 
hard work along with celebrating the many who will graduate at the top of their class including 
Valedictorians: Marissa Capelli, Jude Thrush, and Jack Gagermeier. Our salutatorians: Teresa 
Scarbrough and Elizabeth Wintheiser slid in just behind them.  There were many GPAs very close 
in line just past them, showing the academic strength of this 2022 class!  Congratulations seniors! 
 
I want to thank the Booster Club for once again pulling off a successful Booster Club Auction this 
year. It was a Blugolden effort with a Double Doodle stealing the hearts of many and finding a 
great home! Thank you to all of you for your work in keeping the Auction on track once again this 
year. It takes a small army of volunteers to make it all possible.  We are blessed to have such a 
great group of people supporting our athletes and we couldn’t run the programming we do with-
out you!  From the bottom of my heart, thank you! 
 
The smells of BBQ Chicken permeated the air around Aquinas on May 27th during the Booster 
Club Chicken-Q.   The numerous people that help each year are so appreciated and work hard all 
day and prior to that planning out the orders.  We appreciate all of the families who sold tickets, 
the volunteers who did the planning, those who printed and organized the ticket sales,  the setup 
and takedown crew, the servers, the publicists, the cooks, and all who participated.  The sellout 
Chicken Q was a huge success and couldn’t be that way without the amazing, dedicated people 
many of whom have no students here, or currently have grandchildren at Aquinas.  Thank you all 
so much!! 
 
Thank you to Mr. Peter Bosgraaf and Ms. Ann Wenzel for all they have done this year to make our 
Choir, Band, and Orchestra shine.  The Spring Concert last Sunday absolutely amazed all of us in 
attendance.  The talent was unwrapped, displayed, and celebrated! We were able to hear some of 
the Solo and Ensemble pieces that go to the state performance on Saturday.  The award-winning 
performances and senior solos really resonated with the crowd.  Thank you for the lovely musical 
evening.  
 
As a last note to parents., Aquinas will have semester finals.  We tried something different for 
seniors last year and it went well enough to decide to repeat the 2-day finals schedule this year. 
On May 16th and May 17th, the seniors will have their final exams during an extended learning 
schedule.  Underclassmen will have finals on their last three days of class.  Finals are half-days 
for Freshmen - Juniors and will go in reverse order: Class periods 9, 8, 7 on May 25th, 6, 5, 4 on 
May 26th, and 3,2,1 on May 27th.   May 27th is the last day of classes for our underclass students.   
 
Sincere thanks for your support this year!  
 
 
Denise Ring, Principal  

 
 

May 2022 

AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
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 Jacob Thornton (09) 

 

Jackie Taylor (10) 

Emma Gilberts (11) Sophia Schmitz (12) 
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Valley View Rotary has received assignment of a Youth Exchange student for 2022-23 School year. 

Here is a brief introduction to the student 

Inbound student, a boy from Thailand! He has studied English for 5 years. He will be 18 this summer 

but not yet graduated from HS. 

He loves to travel but has only done so in SE Asia.  His school in Thailand rates him as an Excellent/

Good student and indicates he has good leadership skills. He is also an avid soccer player and would 

like to play when he arrives here. 

We are open to which high school he would attend. Would you have any leads for me on possible 

host families? 

If so, they could call me at 608-518-2666, or email to nkschmidt4965@gmail.com for more             

information. 

Mrs. Jankowski and Aquinas students hosted Mr. 

and Mrs. Biernbaum, visitors from Luxembourg at 

school for a luncheon. Students have neem com-

municating with them via Zoom for several years. 

Mr. Birnbaum is instrumental in setting up the Sis-

ter City program between La Crosse and his home 

city in Luxembourg. 
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AQUINAS MUSIC ASSOCIATION NOTES 
April 2022 Instrumental Music Report - Ann Wenzel   
  
Tri-M members held their monthly meeting on 4/12. All points have been tabulated including district 
solo/ensemble points. Thank you to the officers for your organization and leadership. Thank you to the 
officers and members for a very successful sundae sale. The next project  will be electing new officers 
for 2022-23. 
Piano Contest  was held at Luther High School on March 23rd. 
Congratulations to Sophia Schmitz, Ava Belland,  Matthew and Amina Rabindra who ALL received 
first place ratings. 
The Chamber Ensemble and Percussion Ensemble  advanced to STATE Contest Sat. April 30th. The 
Percussion ensemble  will perform virtually Thursday April 28th and needs to be in concert black at-
tire. 
 
 ALL Chamber Ensemble  performed April 24th at the Radisson for the Founder’s Day dinner. During 
the cocktail hour, guests were  entertained by the band members in the Electric Ensemble. Both 
Groups did a fantastic job and really enjoyed the Pizza dinner afterward. 
 
We had 37 entries between band, choir and orchestra and 35 received first place ratings. 
 Congratulations to the following Instrumentalists that received a Star First Place rating and advanced 
to the State Music Competition April 30th: 
Jack Neumeister 
Max Byington 
Thomas Gorman 
Alexa Neumeister 
Marissa Capelli 
Amber Taggart 
Cecilia Skemp 
Bernadette Mulhern 
Karis Weber 
Olivia Kusmitch 
Joey Endrizzi 
Jude Thrush 
Gavin Reinhart 
Estella Weisse 
Jake Hillebrand 
Oliver Thrush 
Aaron Zoroufy 
Ben Barrett 
Matthew Rabindra 
 
 Great job to everyone that participated in the annual  cake roll fundraiser. It was truly a success. 
The Spring concert  “Things are Looking UP!” was held Monday April 25th, at 6:30 pm in the Reinhart 
gymnasium. The Special Appearance by “Russell” from UP was played by Coltyn Pohlmann. Great job 
to all involved. 
May 9th is the Fine Arts Soiree at the Lunda Center at 6:00 p.m..  All music and art students and their 
families are invited to attend this free event.  All we ask is that you RSVP with how many are attend-
ing. All Fine arts awards will be handed out that evening.  There will also be featured performances by 
the Senior Class. A cheesecake and desserts bar with beverages will be provided for all at NO 
CHARGE! 

Music Department News 
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Music Department News (Cont.) 

All Band members are required to perform for Graduation- Saturday, May 21st at noon. 
Concert White and black attire should be worn.  This serves as the Band FINAL for underclassmen. 
 
We are planning a trip to New Orleans to the French Quarter Jazz Festival next Spring. Students in 
the band, choir and orchestra will be invited to participate. Only 40 students can attend this chance 
of a lifetime to experience the birthplace of Jazz! Considered by many to be the most unique city in 
America, it is well known for its multicultural heritage, cuisine, architecture, and music. New Orle-
ans is one of the top ten most visited cities in the United States. You won’t want to miss celebrating 
Mass at the oldest Catholic Cathedral in the U.S., Basilica of Saint Louis King of France.  We will 
visit  Jackson Square and enjoy live jazz music at the French Quarter. You must get a taste of  cook-
ing in the south, trying some of New Orleans’s favorite dishes: gumbo, jambalaya, crawfish, po’boys, 
and the world famous beignets at Café du Monde.  The World War II Museum is another main at-
traction we will visit. The trip includes a performance and boat ride on the World famous Steam-
boat Natchez, tour of Oak Alley plantation and ends with a swamp tour. 
If you have questions, Please see Ms. Wenzel or Mr. Bosgraaf as the details unfold for an April 12th, 
2023 departure to “Crescent City” Louisiana. 



 7 

 

STUDENT SERVICES 
Aquinas High School Counselors 

Rachel Feehan – Krause 
Ext. 4215  

 
Serving last names that begin with L-Z                                   

 

Chelle Belland 
Ext. 4214 

 
Serving last names that begin with A-K  

ACT Test Dates: Jun 11, July 16   

Aquinas High School code: 501-040 and test center code: 158-120  

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html 

SAT Test Dates: May 7, June 4  

Aquinas High School code is 501-010 and test center code is 158-120 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration 

Current Juniors– Class of 2023: 

Those entering senior year! We will start the college application process as soon as the school 
year begins; however, here are a few ideas to think about this summer. 

 Review and narrow your college choices—know what you are looking for! 

 Select the colleges for which you will submit applications. 

 Have some idea of who you’d like to ask to write your letters of recommendation. 

 Be sure to include a variety of schools. Include: 

 “reach” schools (selective schools whose admitted students credentials may surpass your 
own) 

 “match” schools (your ACT, GPA and experiences appear to be typical of admitted stu-
dents) 

 “safety” schools (your academic credentials surpass those of the typically admitted stu-
dents) 

 You may want to get a head start, putting together a skeleton form of your personal essay. 

JUNIORS/SOPHOMORES 

Aquinas juniors and sophomores may elect to take the PSAT/NMSQT exam in October for a 
small fee. Watch for more information in the fall.  PSAT/NMSQT, taken by juniors, is the first 
step in the selection process for the National Merit Scholarship. Students in grade 10 may 
take the exam for practice, but they are not eligible for scholarship consideration. Any junior 
test-taker who believes they may be eligible for special education accommodations may apply 
for those services through the College Board. Ideally you will notify your counselor in the 
spring to start the process. Accommodation request and documentation must be initiated 
with Aquinas’s Student Services department before June 28th, 2022 to complete the process 
by deadline.  

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
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END OF YEAR BULLETIN FOR THE CLASS OF 2022 

Monday, May 9, 6:00 pm Fine Arts Soirée, The Lunda Center at Western Technical College (dessert bar avail-

able, 6:30 pm performances and awards) RSVP to Ms. Wenzel. 

Friday, May 13 Last regular day of school for seniors 

Sunday, May 15, 3pm Athletic Awards Ceremony at Aquinas High School, Reinhart Athletic Complex 

May 16- 17 Senior Final Exams – Full Day Extended Learning schedule 

Wednesday, May 18 Final Exam make-up day 

  9:30 am Baccalaureate Practice** 

  11:00-11:30 am Presentation by Fire Department** 

  6:00 pm Baccalaureate Mass** at St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral with Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

  officiating. Dinner and Awards* to follow at Aquinas High School, Reinhart Athletic Complex 

Thursday, May 19, 10:00 am Students’ End of Year Award Ceremony** at Aquinas High School 

  12:00 pm Senior Cookout** at Weigent Park 

Friday, May 20 9:00 am Graduation practice** 

  11:00 am Senior Cruise-La Crosse Queen** 

Saturday, May 21 12:00 pm Graduation at Aquinas High School, Reinhart Athletic Complex. Students must 

arrive at 11:00 am. Please be in your cap and gown by 11:30 am for a class picture. 

**These graduation events are all required. If a student cannot attend, they must be excused by the high 

school administration. Any unauthorized activities such as “skip days” and the like will not be tolerated.   

Taking part in these types of events or contributing to them, will result in forfeiture of participation in the 

graduation events. 

*Ticketed event 

Baccalaureate Dinner Tickets:   

Baccalaureate Dinner tickets will be available in the office for immediate family members of 2022 Seniors 
starting April 10. The cost is $15.00 per ticket, paid by cash or check to ACS and sent to the high school main 
office. You do not need to purchase a ticket for the graduate, it was included with the graduation fee. The 
deadline for purchasing tickets is May 10. Tickets will be sent home with caps & gowns the week of May 2. 

Students registered for the Summer session of Basic Computer Applications:  

Class will begin on Monday, June 6th and end of Friday, July 1st. Classes will run Monday through 

Thursday in person and Aquinas High School (Room 206) from 8am-12pm. On Friday, classes will 

operate virtually. Attendance is required each and every day, or credit will not be given.  
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CURRENT SENIORS 

***Final Transcripts—Important new process*** 

All final transcripts that are required by colleges after graduation must be initiated by the student 
and sent through Parchment, a secure, online service. Paper copies of transcripts will NOT be sent 
from Aquinas High School office. Students have received their personal code to register for the 
Parchment online service and a letter was sent home with the same code and registration process. 
Students are responsible for sending their final transcripts to their college of choice. Please contact 
Student Services if you have questions. 

 
Viterbo University Diocesan High School College Credit Program (DHSCCP). Seniors who have re-
ceived college credit from this program will need to send an official transcript from Viterbo Univer-
sity to their college of choice. There is a fee and to send an official transcript go to:   

www.vitebo.edu/registrar/requesting-transcript. 

Aquinas Course Viterbo University 

Christian Vocations Honors RLST—223 

Christian Spirituality (3 credits) 

New Evangelization Honors RLST—160  

Introduction to Theology (3 credits) 

Scholarships will be handed out to seniors at Baccalaureate. Each student who receives a scholarship 

will be given a folder with several pieces of information. Each recipient is REQUIRED to write a 

thank you note which is included in the folder. Thank you's are due to Mrs. Feehan-Krause in Stu-

dent Services by Friday, May 27th at 3pm.  Again, this is REQUIRED!  

Minnesota-Wisconsin Tuition Reciprocity Application 

The Minnesota/Wisconsin reciprocity agreement allows Wisconsin residents to attend Minnesota 
public  universities at in-state tuition rates. This online reciprocity application is designed for     
Wisconsin residents attending Minnesota public institutions. The online reciprocity application is 
the easiest way to apply for  reciprocity benefits. 

Students attending a Minnesota stand-alone Technical College SHOULD NOT USE THIS              
APPLICATION. Instead, apply directly to the college. Private colleges also do NOT participate in the 
tuition reciprocity program. 

http://www.vitebo.edu/registrar/requesting-transcript
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The Aquinas Forensics Team participated in the Wisconsin High School Forensics Association state 

competition at Deforest High School. The competition was held on Saturday, 9 April 2022. We 

brought six students to the live competition. Congratulations to Marissa Capelli, Bernadette Mulhern, 

Lucas Forman, Jack Gagermeier, and Kyle Gagermeier for earning silver medals. Madalyn   

Gagermeier earned a gold medal for her performance this year. Sam Dickinson competed virtually 

and earned a baby bronze medal. I would like to thank Miss Sackreiter for helping us out this year as 

an assistant coach and for judging all of our competitions. I would also like to thank Mrs. Capelli for 

volunteering to get up extra early to drive the team down to Deforest in the family van. We appreciate 

the excellent driving.  
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Congratulations to next year's elected ACOSA officers: 

For the senior class: 

President: Shealyn Bahr 

Vice Pres:  Ben Corsi 

Secretary: Tate Flege 

Treasurer:  Andrew Sutton 

For the junior class: 

President: Danica Silcox 

Vice Pres:  Sam Dickinson 

Secretary:  Mary Niegelsen 

Treasurer:   Maddie Murphy 

For the sophomore class: 

President: Jon Kearney 

Vice Pres:  Jacob Thornton 

Secretary:  Claire Miller 

Treasurer:  Camryn Theis 

On March 23rd, the AP Bio, AP Calculus and AP Physic classes spent the day at the Mall of  
America in Minneapolis.  The physics and calculus classes did some measurements in velocity, 
energy, momentum and various other physics concepts.  The AP Biology classes spent time at 
the aquarium to learn more about ecology and how sea life interact with each other.  Several stu-
dents (and adults) had an upfront and personal experience with g-forces and centripe-
tal forces.  (Hint: Do not eat a lot of food before going on a ride that spins very fast.)  
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Athletic Awards Night- 

Sunday, May 15 at Aquinas High School in the Reinhart  Athletic Center at 3pm. All High School 

Athletes and their immediate family members are invited from any 2021-22 sport season.  

AQUINAS APPAREL~ Do you need something to wear to show your Aquinas school spirit? The    

office gets a lot of questions on where to shop. Games People Play has a nice selection of apparel. 

Visit one of their locations to get everything you need. You can see a list of current inventory here: 

https://gppsportswi.com/collections/aquinas 

ACTIVITY CALENDAR~ Did you know that there is an Aquinas Catholic Schools Activity Calendar 

with events posted for all of the ACS schools? From the elementary schools to the high school and 

from sports schedules to dress down days- you can find out what is happening and even link the   

calendar to your personal online calendar. The ACS activity calendar can be found here:                            

https://www.mvconference.org/public/genie/39/school/211/ 

ATTENDANCE~ Parents can use Skyward to excuse students from school. When you log in, there is 

an attendance tab on the left hand side of the page. On the next page, select “Absence Requests” 

click “Add Request” and then enter the date, time and reason for the absence. This can be entered at 

any time, even well ahead of the absence. Our office staff will be able to view them after submission. 

You can log into skyward at the top of  the main AHS website.   

We encourage parents to visit the AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL WEBSITE often. There you will find 

updates for events, the calendar, and links to loads of helpful information. You can get to the High 

School page here:   https://www.aquinascatholicschools.org/ahs-home 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to the Parent Association for everything you do and coordinate through the school year! 

From teacher appreciation and conference night meals and the annual Christmas celebration,  to  

retreat snacks and helping around the school, we want to say thank you!  
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 IMPACT is Aquinas High School’s Christ-centered, student-led community service organ-
ization.  This past April, the students have conducted or assisted with the following activi-
ties or events: 
 

1. Daily and out-of-school vacation time meal delivery for the La Crosse Coun-

ty Elderly Nutrition Program;     

2. Cathedral After-School help; 

3. IMPACT’s Pro-Life Club Rosary decade before-school prayer service led in the 

Chapel; 

4. Paper recycling service at Aquinas; 

5. Refurbishing a house in La Crosse, through Habitat for Humanity, for lower 

income housing needs; 

6. Assembling 65 May Day bags (and contributing the goods contained there-

in!) for families whose children are seriously medically compromised and 

require respite or hospice care; 

7. Prayer in daily adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, including prayer for the 

success of our service to the community; 

8. Sweeping hallways at Aquinas High School; 

9. Completion of Fish Fry assistance at Saint Patrick’s Parish; 

10. Raising funds, through Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowls, to help directly 

aid the suffering people of Ukraine; 

11. Greeting Aquinas visitors. 

IMPACT students completing the assembly of May Day bags for families whose children are 

seriously medically compromised and require respite or hospice care.  
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Yearbook Information 

Make sure to order your Yearbook! Ordering for 2021-2022 yearbooks can be done 
online through Jostens.com. If you have any questions about ordering a yearbook, 
please contact Jostens directly.  
 
Seniors and senior parents: Parent ads were due in February, however there is still 
room for ad placements. If you wish to place a senior parent ad, they will be accepted 
until space fills up. It is $50 to place an ad and they are a great way to show your love 
and support to your graduating senior. If you send in or bring in a hard copy of a    
picture and want it back please include a self-addressed and stamped envelope. If you 
have any specific questions about parent ads, please contact Mrs. Brittany Arias 
at brittany.luecke@aquinasschools.org.  
 
The yearbook staff always welcomes parents and students to submit pictures for sports 
or events that happen throughout the school year. These pictures can be submitted 
through the private photo upload through Jostens. The link for submission is as         
follows: https://images.jostens.com/416225322. The following image also explains this 
process. Feel free to submit any pictures you would like to be considered for use in the 
yearbook! Please keep checking the newsletter and other materials sent out for more 
information and deadlines. For questions, please contact Mrs. Arias  
at brittany.luecke@aquinasschools.org.  
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New! Mark your calendar for next year! 


